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I) # suspension assembly comprising: 




\ 

connecting end of the suspension being positioned in a first direction and the connecting 
enjM>f the sliderftfead being positioned in a second direction . 

17. (Twice Amended) The &spension assembly of claim 1 6, wherein said 
Iraerahead assembly is [orthognally] orthogonally mounted onto said suspension. 

\ \18. (Twice Amenc 

a slider/head assemW 

a suspension having a connecting end and electrically conducting paths; 
a rnicroactuat<y Tiaving a connecting end ; and 
an interconnect module [coupled between said suspension and said] coupling the 
connecting ends/of the suspension and the microactuator to route one or more data signals 
between said electrically conducting paths and said microactuato r^ such that the connecting end 
of the suspension being positioned in a first direction and the connecting end of the 
microactpator being positioned in a second direction . 

1 . (Twice .Amended) An assembly, comprising: 
first device ^naving a connecting end : 

second device having a connecting end and electrically conducting paths; and 
interconnect device [coupled beLween said] coupling the connecting ends of the first 
and second devices to route one or more signals between said first device and said electrically 
conducting path s, such that the connecting end of the first device being positioned in a first 
direction and the connecting end of the second device being positioned in a second 



dire 



ion. 



24. (Twice Apfended) A storage device, comprising: 
[a disk; 

l spindle ni6tor positioned to support and rotate said disk; 

afsion assembly including an interconnect module coupled between a slider/head 

assemble having a connecting end and a suspension, said suspension having a connecting end 

andLelectHcally conducting paths, and said interconnect module coupling the connecting ends 

of the iflider/head assembly and the suspension and routing one or more data signals between 
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said electrically condurtfflg paths and said slider/head assembl y, such that the connecting end 
of the sus pension heng positioned in a first direction and the connecting end of the 
slider/head assembly being positioned in a second direction: and 

an acm&tor coupled to said suspension assembly and operable to position said suspension 
assembly opove said disk to access said disk for reading and/or writing operations. 

27. (Twice Amended) Attest system for disks, comprising: 
a spindle motor for rotating a4isk during a test operation; and 
a test platform including^suspension assembly coupled to an actuator, said actuator 
operable to position said suspension assembly above said disk to access said disk for said test 
operation, said suspensiop^issembly including an interconnect module coupled between a 
slider/head assembly having a connecting end and a suspension, said suspension having a 
connecting end arid electrically conducting paths, and said interconnect module coupling the 
connecting ends of the slider/head assembly and the suspension and routing one or more data 
signals between said electrically conducting paths and said slider/head assembly , such that the 
connecting end of the suspension being positioned in a first direction and the connecting 
e slider/head assembly being positioned in a second direction . 




storage device, comprising: 



(Twice Amended) The tesy^ystem of claim 29, wherein said slider/head 
is rorthognallyl orthogonally mounted on said suspension. 

(Twice Amende 

isk; 

a spindle motor positfoned'to support and rotate said disk; 

a suspension assembly including an interconnect module coupled between a suspension 
having a connecting end and electrically conducting paths and a microactuator haying a 
connecting end, the interconnect module coupling the connecting ends of the suspension 
and the microaoniator and routing [to route] data signals between said [said] electrically 
conducting pams and said microactuato r, such that the connecting end of the suspension being 
positioned/in a first direction and the connecting end of the microactuator being positioned 



in a secahd direction : and 
SA9^7-115 



SN 09/219,195 



5 



FEB 26 '01 17=08 



fPLAUI-SAN JOSE 



408 256 2179 



17033089051 



P. 06 



0 s 



/^^vf an aerator coupled to said suspension assembly and operable to position said suspension 

\S</ assembly ^bove said disk to access said disk for reading and/or writing operations. 



33, (Amended) The storage device of claim 3 1 , wherein said suspension is 
configured for in-line mounting of [said] a slidj^rThead assembly. 



34. (Twice Amended) A test A'stem for disks, comprising: 
a spindle motor for rotating a disk during a test operation; and 
a test platform including a suspension assembly coupled to an actuator, said actuator 
operable to position saic^suspension assembly above said disk to access said disk for said test 
/*\^ operation, said suspepsion assembly including an interconnect module coupled between a 
suspension having ^ connecting end and electrically conducting paths and a microactuator 
having a conne/ting end* the interconnect module coupling the connecting ends of the 
suspension arid the microactuator and routing [to route] data signals between said electrically 
conductin^paths and said microactuato r. such that the connecting end of the suspension being 
positioned i n a first direction and the connecting end of the microactuator heing positioned 
in a second direction . 

36. (Amended) The test system of claim ^fwherein said suspension is configured 
ine mounting of [said] a slider/head assembh 

37. (Twice Amended) The test system of d^m 36, wherein said Islider/head 
ly] microactuator is [orthognally] orthogonally mounted onto said suspension. 




iRKS 



In the Office Action mailed on November 3, 2000, the Examiner objected to claims 30 
and 37, rejected claims 21 and 40 under 35 U.S.C. §102 as being anticipated by Yan (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,025,988), and rejected claims 14-43 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Simmons et al. (U.S, Patent No. 5,862,010) in view of Yan. Applicants respectfully traverse the 
rejections of the claims in view of the foregoing amendments and the arguments provided below. 
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